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This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary 
Examining Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of^ sheets, including this cover sheet. 

FzpTiis report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings 
/ which have been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made 
before this Authority (see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of ^sheets. 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application:* 



the international application as originally filed, 
the description: 

Pages l_j as originally filed 

Pages NONE , filed with the demand 

Pages NONE , filed with the letter of 

the claims: 

Pages NONE as originally filed 

pages NONE , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

Pages 9_0 , filed with the demand 

Pages NONE filed with the letter of, 

the drawings: 

Pages x as originally filed 

Pages NONE , filed with the demand 

Pages NONE filed with the letter of 

[__ the sequence listing part of the description: 

Pages NONE , as originally filed 

Pages NONE , filed with the demand 

Pages NONE filed with the letter of 

2 ' lltS^STfV 111 f el r mCIltS triced above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language m which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule23. 1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

^tSJ 6 translation fr^ed fox the purposes of international preliminary examination(under Rules 

3 " imematS ^ . nuc,eotide ^/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

— contained in the international application in printed form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

— furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

^S emC , nt *? SUbS !f eDtly fUmished written se 1 uence Iisti °g not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

^ naTbtnSst 2 J ^ inf ° rmati ° n reCOrded * COm P Uter readable form is identical * written sequence listing 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ the description, pages NONE 

□ the claims, Nos. NONE 
the drawings, sheets/% NONE 

5 ' h!!L r H P r^ haS , been eS,ab J^ ed 38 V of > the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)) ** 

*mr^o^lHMt^Z^ mfiVMt ° thC reCeiving in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in 

^ ATrepZ e Z^/^iJnto« T mn T d t0 tkiS rep ° rt Since ,hey d0 not contain intents (Rules 70. J 6 and 70 17) 
Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(0) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. STATEMENT 






Novelty (N) 


Claims 4. 6-9, 11, 13 and 21 YES 




Claims 1-3, 5-8. 10, 13-20 and 22 NO 


Inventive Step (IS) 


Claims NONE 


YES 




Claims 4, 6-9, 11, 13 and 21 NO 


Industrial Applicability (IA) 


Claims 1-22 


YES 




Claims NONE 


NO 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 
Please See Continuation Sheet 
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Supplemental Box 

CTo be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Claims 1-3, 5, 10, 13-20 and 22 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Riordan 

Regarding claim 1, Riordan discloses the technical features of an inflatable structure that is sufficiently translucent to illuminate the 
interior (see column 2, lines 62-64). And Riordan discloses that the structure is "adapted to provide a uniform background of a 
* 0 ™^ coIor < see column 3 . "nes 64-67). Applicant's attention is directed to section [0064] of the Chen et al US 
2001/0036229 document for support of the examiner's position that the colored background of Riordan is a so-called chroma key 
color. It is clear that the structure of Riordan can be used for the intended use of photographing a subject. Regarding claims 2 3 
and 5, the ambient light is clearly colored, as sunlight is colored, and any object within the structure is clearly colored as all material 
objects are colored Regarding claim 11, Riordan discloses the technical feature of a background having a blue chroma key color (see 
column 3, lines 64-67) Regarding claims 13-19, clearly any of these objects can be photographed by a person with a camera inside 
he Riordan structure. Regarding claims 19, 20 and 22, the method steps are met by anyone taking a photograph within the Riordan 

!>ir net urc • 

Claims 4, 6-9. 1 1, 12 and 21 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Riordan 

w^™f™' m n 4 m * J' v/0 " ld ^ e been obvious to P rovide artificial lighting outside the Riordan structure if the ambient light 
were too low. One would place the lighting externally in order to obtain the tinted illumination within. Regarding claims 6-8 it 
would have been obvious to manufacture the shell from any suitable air impervious material including 4-mil vinyl sheeting ' 
Regarding claims 9 and 12 it would have been obvious to manufacture the structure as large as desired. Regarding claim 11 Riordan 
discloses blue as a preferable color but it would have been clearly obvious to make the structure green. 

Claims 1-3, 5-8, 13-20 and 22 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Leary 

Regarding claim 1, Leary discloses the technical features of an inflatable structure that is sufficiently translucent to illuminate interior 
see column 2 l.nes ,36-40). Leary discloses that the structure is "adapted to provide a uniform background of a ch oZ key color "as 

f j* tinted » desired 0- column 2, lines 40-44) Applicant' attention JSSSttSa 

1 !lnL h t V S 20 ° /0 ° 36229 documenI f °r support of the examiner's position that the colored background of Riordan is 
a so-called chroma key color. It is clear that the structure of Leary can be used for the intended use of photographing a subject 

h ng ° n ,m f ^ ? 3 k ' thC am , b ' en i " ght is C,earIy co,ored ' 35 sun,i S ht is co,ored . and any object within the stricture is clearly 
colored as all ma er.al objects are colored. Regarding claim s 6-8, Leary discloses manufacturing the shell from vinyl havine a 

rEST™ m,,S p Reea ; d,n 8 , c, . aim I 13 ' 1 *' cIear 'y any of these objects can be photographed by a person with a camera inside the 
Sure Warding claims 19. 20 and 22. the method steps are met by anyone taking a photograph within the Riordan 



Claims 4, 9, 10-12 and 21 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Leary. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Regarding claims 4 and 21, it would have been obvious to provide artificial lighting outside the Leary structure if the ambient light 
were too low. One would place the lighting externally in order to obtain the tinted illumination within. Regarding claims 9 and 12, it 
would have been obvious to manufacture the structure as large as desired. Regarding claim 11, Leary discloses that the structure can 
be tinted as desired, thus it would have been clearly obvious to make the structure blue or green. 



NEW CITATIONS 

US 2001/0036229 Al (Chen et al.) 01 November 2001, see sections [0063]-[0065] 
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